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habitat
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context +            
existing vegetation
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White Center Heights Park
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North Shorewood Park
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White Center Neighborhood Pond
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Lakewood Park
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Open Space Analysis for White Center

parks



Environmental Goals & Opportunities:

+ Enhancing habitats

+ Environmental learning

+ Demonstration of green building techniques

+ Stewardship
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Community & Public Process:



Ultimate Park Makeover 
Community Open House

Neighborhood Planning Community Workshop 
Children’s Design Workshops 

Community Meetings
“We Create White Center” Launch Party 

Community & Public Process: Timeline
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Nov. 1
4,06

Feb 6 &15, 2
007

Feb 16, 2
007

Feb. 2
8, 2

007

Mar. 7
, 2007

June 9-15, 2007

Neighborhood Planning Process 
(WCCDA)

White Center Heights Park (King County & 
WCCDA)
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Community & Public Process: Community Meetings

Participation

Creative Ideas

Passionate neighbors
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The Game

Interactive

Fun

CollaborativeFinished Design

Community & Public Process:   
White Center Heights Elementary
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Complex Ideas

Excitement

Creative guidance

Community & Public Process: 
SW Boys & Girls Club



Recreation:

Soccer
Basketball

Volleyball 
Badminton 

Open field
Chess 

Trail 
Tennis 
Tether ball 
Frisbee 

Events:

Barbecues
Picnics 
Concerts 
Craft fairs 

Kids carnivals
Educational 
School related 
Concessions 

Birthday-parties 
Neighbor-hood gathering 

Education:
Interpretative sign 

Trail 
Shelter 

Outdoor classrooms 
Boardwalk 
Demonstration area

Wildlife habitat 
Historical display 
Science-based 

Water quality
Cultural displays 
Landscape:
Tree maintenance 
Grass field 
Wetlands
Buffer restoration
Tree planting
Vegetation removal
Accent garden

Rain garden 
Native plants
Community gardens 
Plant salvage 
Composting 
International arboretum 

Safety:

Lighting
Visual access
Work with police 
CPTED
Anti-vandalism
Anti-graffiti 
Neighborhood 
monitors 
Anti-sleeping

Furnishings:

Play structure
Trash cans 
Benches 
Fencing 
Dog-poo bags
Kids’ fountain 
Tables
Public art 
Lighting 
Picnic shelter 
Gazebo 
Park entrance 
Barbecue 
Signage 
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Program Elements
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Design Principles

ACCESSIBILITY provide universal access for all ages and 
social groups to enjoy the park.

DIVERSITY reflect the cultural and social diversity within 
the White Center community with respect to different ethnic 
cultures, age groups, and users. 

DISCOVERY provide opportunities for outdoor 
environmental learning and discovery

ECOLOGY enhance wildlife habitat, biological diversity, and 
other ecological functions in the urban environment 

GATHERING encourage social gathering and community 
building in the White Center neighborhood 

IDENTITY establish a unique identity and sense of place 
thought design elements, use of materials, and program 
features. 
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INNOVATION consider and explore innovative ways to 
achieve the stated goals and objectives.

INTEGRATION integrated into the fabric of the White Center 
community through improved access, spatial character 

PARTICIPATION the design, construction, and continued 
evolution of the park shall involve local residents and 
stakeholders.

SAFETY consider ways to prevent and deter crimes through 
enhanced visibility and other measures

SUSTAINABILITY address long-term sustainability of the 
urban environment through material selection, reduced 
runoffs, and energy-saving design

VERSATILITY/FLEXIBILITY in order to serve a wide variety 
of uses and adapt to future changes and temporary events

Design Principles
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A. B.

Artistic landforms & 
multicultural expression
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C. F.

Wetland integrity & 
public safety
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D.

Creative playground 
& open field
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F.
Gathering spaces & 
community gardens
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Final Review
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Community Open House
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Park Design: 
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Thanks!              
To Starbucks, WCCDA, King County, 
WCH Elementary, SW Boys & Girls Club


